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Altitude

Altitude is a show that is inspired by a road trip to Mazama in the Fall of 2008 as we drove from Bellingham which is sea level and traveled steadily up and over highway 20 to end up at over 6000 feet at Hart’s Pass, literally, sittin’ on top o’ the world! 

.

Through the use of light and value my aim was to capture the feeling of an other-worldliness that sitting on a mountaintop brings.  I carefully constructed the compositions to give a sensation of vertigo that I experience when I am at high altitudes.  I used circular under-paintings that would influence the direction of bold, colorful brush strokes to create a feeling of motion, completeness and connection, all adjectives, which have often been used to describe our son, Ryan.  

With these paintings I am taking the viewer on that road trip with me during a magic autumn day of excited anticipation to see Ryan’s new cabin at the base of Goat Mountain and to experience with me the feeling that I had that day which was…”The world around me is incredible and my children are amazing. My husband is by my side and I do not require one more single thing or circumstance that will make me any happier or more fulfilled than I am right now!”

That feeling was to change.  By the next autumn we were traveling to Mazama again but this time heading East on Highway 90 and for a very somber reason.   The second part of the show depicts the emotional journey back from retrieving our beloved Ryan’s ashes.

I am convinced that Ryan’s belief that he was and remains a critical piece in the larger scheme of Mother Nature is what enabled him to experience life with no fear and no greed.  But the feeling that he experienced when he had climbed to the top of a 1500-foot face of granite under his own physical prowess was the ultimate. 

The artistic journey that I have taken to put this show together was extremely difficult and cathartic at the same time.  I now revere the places that Ryan loved, I understand that risk was a huge component of Ryan’s rock climbing experience and this risk was indeed the biggest component of Ryan’s prelude to the mystery!  

Ryan Alan Murray Triplett

June 5, 1977-September 7, 2008

More info about Ryan:  Rock and Ice, issue 179 / July 2009, Cliff Notes

http://www.supertopo.com/climbing/thread.html?topic_id=672814
More info about Trish www.studioufo.net,  July 17, 2009 post

More info about the gallery www.bluehorsegallery.com  

